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REVIEWS 


The Golden Encyclopedia; by Dorothy 
Agnes Bennett. 32cm. New York, 
Simon and Schuster, cl1946. 125p. 
illus. boards $2.50. 

The Golden Encyclopedia, prepared 
by a former assistant curator at the 
American Museum of Natural History, 
provides information for children 
through pictures and brief text on 
many subjects within their interests. 
Cornelius De Witt, illustrator of chil- 
dren’s books, is responsible for the 
2000 pictures in color and black and 
white which supplement the text. 

The factual material is arranged al- 
phabetically under 170 broad head- 
ings with an index of over 800 entries. 
Subjects discussed range from Aircraft, 
Communication, and Manners to The- 


atre, and Music. The article on Occu- 
pations exemplifies the simple and clear 
style in which many topics are pre- 
sented and the pictures and text on 
Bridges and Writing are typical of the 
splendid work of both author and illus- 
trator in conveying a maximum of in- 
formation in a compact, attractive page. 

In such articles as Baskets, Finger- 
print, Incubator, Reptiles and Amphi- 
bians, the illustrations are an impor- 
tant aid to the understanding of the 
young reader. Sometimes the pictures 
seem confusing, in the picture map of 
Europe, for example. Fewer items on 
the map might have resulted in a 
clearer impression of the location of 
the countries. One doubts, too, whether 
some of the pictures convey anything 
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at all to a child. For example, will he 
know that the tiny figure seated on the 
boundary between Turkey and Syria 
is smoking a water-pipe? Under Rail- 
roads the picture of each train is dis- 
tinct enough, but it might have been 
more satisfactory to show the develop- 
ment of the locomotive from the earli- 
est to the latest type—representing each 
one in its chronological order. 

A close scrutiny of some articles re- 
veals occasional inaccuracies. For ex- 
ample, in the discussion of Belgium in 
the article on Europe the statement is 
made that there is “but very little in- 
dustry (in Belgium). ... Lace making 
is the leading occupation.” Late editions 
of two juvenile encyclopedias say that 
“Belgium is one of the most highly in- 
dustrialized countries in the world” 
and that “The little country (Belgium) 
is one of the greatest manufacturing 
centers in Europe.” A comparison of 
information on other countries, how- 
ever, did not reveal further inaccur- 
acies. 

One may question the inclusion of 
coachman and chimney sweep among 
the modern occupations pictured on 
p.90 and the omission of librarian and 
of many factory workers. 

Board binding with a back strip of 
cloth and stitching seems adequate to 
withstand hard wear, although libraries 
may prefer to have the book reinforced. 

The Golden Encyclopedia presents 
at low cost a wealth of information on 
topics about which most children have 
a lively curiosity. It should appeal par- 
ticularly to children from eight to 
twelve years of age. It provides an ex- 
cellent introduction to multi-volume 
encyclopedias and is also useful as a 
picture book for small children. It is 
not, however, inclusive enough in cov- 
erage to be considered a true encyclo- 
pedia and will have only very limited 


use as a reference tool. It is recom- 
mended for homes and for recreational 
reading in libraries serving elementary 
school children. 


Guide to the Literature of Mathematics 
and Physics; Including Related Works 
On Engineering Science; by Nathan 
Grier Parke III. 19cm. New York, 
McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc. 1947. 
205p. illus. tables. cloth $5. 


This guide is designed to provide an 
effective introduction to the literature 
of mathematics and physics for scien- 
tists, engineers, librarians and students. 

Since many students of mathematics, 
physics and engineering have no spe- 
cial training in library techniques, the 
first part of the book is devoted to 
chapters covering these fundamentals 
and to the methods of self directed edu- 
cation and bibliographic research. 

The various types of reference books 
are described, followed by a discussion 
of how to make a survey of a book or 
a group of books on a subject. The best 
methods of reading and study and the 
technique of making a literature search 
are presented. The latter discussion 
includes a brief description of the most 
important dictionaries, encyclopedias, 
handbooks, treatises, monographic ser- 
ies in the fields of mathematics and 
physics, and an introduction to the 
various types of library catalogs, in- 
dexes, classification systems, abstracts, 
etc., and how to use them. 

The second part of the volume con- 
sists of a fairly comprehensive bibli- 
ography of about 1800 important books 
and a few periodical articles on subjects 
relating to mathematics and physics. 
It is arranged by broad subjects with 
subdivisions both by smaller topics and 
by types of material, e.g., Electric En- 
gineering, with subdivisions “Hand- 
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books and Dictionaries,” “General,” 
“Communications,” “Power.” Each 
group of books has an introductory 
paragraph defining the subject. The 
main headings used are listed at the 
beginning of Part II. The entries are 
under author and contain the title, edi- 
tion, place of publication, publisher, 
date and pagination. Bibliographies in 
the books are noted when present. 

The basis of selection is that of prac- 
tical interest. Many older standard 
titles are listed as well as recent books. 
About half of the items included are 
in the author’s personal professional 
library. Mathematical titles were aug- 
mented by a study of book reviews ap- 
pearing in the Bulletin of the American 
Mathematical Society, 1934-1945, and 
physics titles by a survey of the subject 
catalog at Fine Hall, Princeton Uni- 
versity. The author compared his list 
with the reference collections of the 
Library of Congress, Johns Hopkins 
University and the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology. A few entries 
for 1946 books were noted, but most of 
those listed are older. The bibliogra- 
phies should be recognized as being 
very useful, moderately up to date, but 
not inclusive. 

The book should perform the same 
useful service for students of physics 
and mathematics as Soule’s Library 
Guide for the Chemist does in that field. 
A more complete listing and descrip- 
tion of the mathematics and physics 
journals might add to the practical val- 
ue of the book. 

Librarians will profit greatly by a 
careful reading of the first part of the 
volume and will find helpful sugges- 
tions in Part II for sources of material 
in fields which may be unfamiliar to 
them. Advanced and graduate students 
will find much to help them in the 
bibliographic aspects of their research 


work. 

The typography, paper and binding 
are of the usual high quality that one 
has come to expect from McGraw-Hill 
Company. 

The Guide to the Literature of 
Mathematics and Physics is a valuable 
asset to the librarian, engineer, scien- 
tist and the advanced student who 
wish to have a good introduction to the 
literature in these fields. It is the first 
useful guide to appear on mathematics 
and physics giving clear explanations 
of the scope of the subjects as well as 
a selected bibliography. It is recom- 
mended for college and university li- 
braries and all but the smallest public 
libraries. 


Modern Encyclopedia of Cooking; by 
Meta Given. 2v. 21cm. Chicago, J. G. 
Ferguson and Associates, 1947. illus. 
pl. charts. tables. $10. 


The editor of this 1700-page cook 
book and her collaborators have all 
been teachers of home economics. The 
editor has also been a food editor, and 
now has her own test kitchen. The 
book is aimed directly at the novice, 
explaining each step in full detail, and 
clarifying further by a lavish use of 
action photographs and line drawings. 

These hundreds of illustrations, the 
large print, and the very full explana- 
tions are the chief cause of the book’s 
bulk, rather than the comprehensive- 
ness claimed in the advertising ma- 
terial. The term, “encyclopedia” is 
somewhat misleading. A general com- 
parison was made with the Good 
Housekeeping Cook Book and the Bos- 
ton Cooking-School Cook Book. Spot 
checking indicates that all three have 
very nearly the same number of re- 
cipes; each has a prefatory section deal- 
ing with menus, purchasing advice, nu- 
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trition and calory charts, measurements 
and equivalents, etc. Material other 
than recipes fills about 30 per cent of 
the Modern Encyclopedia, as compared 
with only 10 per cent in the Good 
Housekeeping and 9 per cent in the 
Boston cook books. This greater pro- 
portion is due largely to expansion 
of individual subjects; for example, 
100 pages are used to suggest a menu 
for every day in the year; 80 pages 
are devoted to details of canning, in 
contrast to Good Housekeeping which 
instead suggests the purchase for 10c of 
a Farmer’s Bulletin on the subject; 
68 pages explore the subject of freezing. 

The arrangement, too, is that ex- 
pected in a cook book. The only con- 
cession to encyclopedic form is the 
alphabetical order of the groups of 
recipes—bread, cake, cheese, etc. 

Neither is it encyclopedic in world 
coverage. The recipes are chiefly 
American, basic and inexpensive, with 
only occasional specialties of other 
countries included. 

About twenty-five of the illustrations 
are attractive colored plates. While the 
black and white action photographs 
are not always sharp, they serve their 
purpose of added clarification. The 
print is large and clear and the bind- 
ing adequate, though not as strong as 
one might expect for the price. Sources 
of charts and tables are given in some 
instances. 

The text is clear, up to date, and ade- 
quately indexed; at times, however, the 
explanations may be thought exces- 
sively detailed, as when seven pages are 
used to describe the process of knead- 
ing bread and shaping the loaves. How- 
ever, for the novice for whom the book 
is intended, this may be invaluable. 
It stands up well in content in com- 
parison with standard cook books, but 
it adds little to them. Hence a price 


three or four times that of the standard 
cook books seems exorbitant. 

The Modern Encyclopedia of Cooking 
is not recommended as an essential 
purchase. 


The New Illustrated World History; a 
Record of World Events from Earliest 
Historical Times to the Present Day; 
ed. by John Hammerton. 22cm. New 
York, Wm. H. Wise & Co., Inc., 1947. 
viii, 1364p. illus. ports. maps. charts. 
diagrams. tables. fabrikoid $5. 


As stated in the preface by the pub- 
lishers, “The continuous story of world 
events, the pageant of history, rather 
than the study of the inwardness of 
these events or the slow unfolding of 
cultural processes in the lives of races 
is the aim of this work. Hence one 
should emphasize the fact that it is 
offered to the public as an outline of 
WORLD history.” This prefatory state- 
ment is a true description of the book, 
but it is not at all adhered to in the 
advertising on the book jacket. 

This work is a revised edition of the 
Illustrated World History published 
first in 1935 under the joint editorship 
of Sir J. A. Hammerton and Harry El- 
mer Barnes. There is no mention of 
Dr. Barnes in connection with the pres- 
ent edition, nor is any other contributor 
mentioned. The book was originally 
based on the ten-volume Universal 
World History also edited by the dis- 
tinguished British historian, Sir J. A. 
Hammerton. A review of an English 
version of the latter was given in Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin of April 1934. 

After an introductory sketch dealing 
with prehistoric man, the material is 
divided into ten chronological sections, 
or eras. The sections begin with the 
“First Era: Early Civilizations, 4000 
B.C. to 550 B.C.” and end with the 
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“Tenth Era: The Search for Security, 
Since 1914.” This brings the book up 
to April 24, 1947. Further division of 
each era into chapters and sections fol- 
lows some degree of continuity of date. 
Between the sketch “Before History 
Began” and chapter one there are in- 
cluded a Table of Dates, covering the 
“First Era” (three chapters), and lists, 
with brief explanatory paragraphs, of 
the kings and dynasties of Egypt and 
Mesopotamia. Thereafter, each chapter 
has its own table of dates, and the be- 
ginning of each era has a summary of 
the highlights of the period. 

A careful comparison with the 1935 
edition shows no apparent change in 
text or illustrations in the first thirty- 
two chapters, (p.1-990). Chapter 33, 
the first in the Tenth Era, has received 
a new title, “World War I: 1914-1918” 
but is otherwise unchanged. Chapters 
34 through 42, (p.1047-1346) are new 
material. This does not seem to agree 
with the publisher’s statement on the 
jacket “New illustrations! New maps! 
New material throughout!” 

The drastic condensation of material 
necessary to cover the whole of world 
history in one volume has resulted in a 
well-written, but poorly organized po- 
litical narrative history of the world 
and, as the preface admits, with little 
mention made of the economic, social 
and cultural factors involved. For ex- 
ample, the tremendous importance of 
the Industrial Revolution is given very 
slight recognition, the contribution of 
the Hebrews to western civilization, and 
the origins of Buddhism, Mohammed- 
anism, and Christianity seem complete- 
ly ignored. That the Industrial Revolu- 
tion should be covered in one para- 
graph (p.726-27) and “Prohibition in 
America” in approximately a full page 
(p.1045) is, in the opinion of the re- 
viewer, a case of misplaced emphasis. 


The organization of materials is most 
unsatisfactory. Little regard is paid to 
continuity or to the relation of one 
event to another. For instance “French 
Intervention in Mexico” is described on 
p.900-2, then it is dropped entirely 
while a discussion of the beginning of 
the Civil War follows, to be taken up 
again on p.910. The capture of Vicks- 
burg is related before the seizure of 
New Orleans. Nor is the book free 
from errors. The Israelites were not 
tribes of Canaan as stated on page 57. 
There is a surprising misquotation of 
the Declaration of Independence (p. 
753) to the effect that all men are en- 
dowed by their Creator “with certain 
inalienable natural rights” instead of 
“with certain unalienable rights.” Some 
opinions expressed are not always gen- 
erally accepted. The author holds to the 
belief (p.1001) that the Allies won the 
battle of the Marne in 1914 not so much 
through their own efforts as through 
the incompetence of the German High 
Command, and specifically, through the 
faint-heartedness of the commander at 
the front who ordered a general retreat 
rather than an advance. The route of 
Sherman’s march to the sea (p.909) 
is, to some extent, inaccurate. On the 
other hand, such controversial topics 
as the Reformation, the Russian Revo- 
lution, and the New Deal are clearly 
and impartially presented. 

The index is completely inadequate. 
According to the publisher “ten thou- 
sand subjects” are listed but a quick 
count showed less than 3700 including 
subheads under main entries. Among 
important items mentioned in the text, 
but not included in the index, are en- 
tries for the Bretton Woods, Cairo, 
Dumbarton Oaks, Teheran and Yalta 
conferences, chivalry, the Corn Laws, 
Darlan, feudalism, the Industrial Revo- 
lution and the Social Security Act. The 
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second Battle of the Marne is indexed 
but not the first. Main entries are in 
bold-face type, and subentries in light- 
face and indented. Sometimes inclusive 
paging is given, sometimes not. For 
instance, the entry Fascism refers just 
to p.1182; actually the article covers 
p.1182-1187. In the 1935 edition there 
were five other references to Fascism in 
various countries, all of which have 
been dropped from the 1947 index, 
though the material, unchanged, ap- 
pears in the edition under review, and 
is of sufficient importance to have been 
indexed. 

The book is profusely illustrated 
with reproductions of photographs, 
paintings, portraits, cartoons, and draw- 
ings. The selection on the whole is 
very good. However, worn plates and 
poor reproduction make a large per- 
centage nearly indistinguishable. Oth- 
ers have been so reduced in size as to 
be ineffective. Even the photographs 
in the latter part of the book, which 
probably have not been used before, 
are gray, spotted and smudged. Most 
illustrations are indexed, and indicated 
with an asterisk in the index. Some, 
however, seem to have been missed. 
Under Lewis, John L., one picture is 
indicated on p.1107, but there is also 
an excellent one on p.1344 which was 
omitted. The illustrations are not al- 
ways “in close association with the text 
to which they refer” as affirmed by the 
publisher. Pictures of Frederick the 
Great, the Marquess of Pombal and 
Joseph II of Austria are to be found 
in the chapter “The American Colonies 
Become a Nation.” The account of the 
Civil War is illustrated by the capture 
of a fort by British and French forces 
in their campaign against the Chinese 
in 1860, by portraits of Commodore 
Perry, Mutsushito, Emperor of Japan, 
and the Turkish marshal, Asman Pasha. 


A photograph of Alexander II of Russia 
is found in the text on “The Struggle 
for Kansas.” 

The maps, all of them line engrav- 
ings, are fair, but often overcrowded, 
such as the map showing the Distribu- 
tion of the Powers at the Beginning of 
the Renaissance (p.533). The map on 
p.1071 showing The Mandated Islands 
is so small as to be worthless. There 
do not seem to be any maps of the New 
World showing the claims of European 
powers, nor a map of Africa depicting 
their possessions on that continent. The 
only map having to do with the United 
States is on p.909 showing the Federal 
and Confederated States of America. 
Though the maps are included in the 
general index, a separate list would 
have been helpful. 

The book is bound in brown fabri- 
koid, with gold-tooled illustrations and 
lettering on the spine, and an embossed 
illustration on the front cover. The 
binding material though attractive, is 
very light weight. Margins are quite 
narrow, and rebinding would be diffi- 
cult. Good presswork prevails on the 
whole except for the poor quality of 
illustrations. A legible type face makes 
for comfortable reading, though the 
two-column arrangement and the de- 
cided thickness of the volume, make it 
hard to handle. 

The New Illustrated World History 
is on the whole an ably written narra- 
tive political history which might have 
some place in the home library of the 
general reader wishing a brief read- 
able survey of history, one-sided 
though some of it is. However, he 
should be fully aware that the pub- 
lisher’s statements in the preface and 
more particularly on the jacket are the 
voice of the huckster. Poor organiza- 
tion, lack of adequate index, cross ref- 
erences and bibliographies, will prevent 
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its usefulness as a reference book. It 
is not recommended. 


Patterson’s American Educational Di- 
rectory; comp. and ed. by Homer L. 
Patterson. v. XLIII, 21.6cm. Chicago, 
American Educational Co., 1946. 
1024p. buckram $7.50. 


This directory, published annually 
since 1904, is well known as a source 
of information about public and private 
schools and institutions of higher learn- 
ing in the United States. 

The arrangement of the book is geo- 
graphical. Under each state are given 
the name of the state superintendent 
and the names of the officials of the 
public school division, state board of 
education, state associations and county 
superintendents. Then, in alphabetical 
order under each state are the cities 
with their public and private schools 
and colleges. The names of the chair- 
man of the board of education, the city 
superintendent and directors of the 
various branches of the school system 
are given and population figures are in- 
dicated in most instances. 

There is a section classifying schools 
as to kind, e.g., universities, military 
schools, schools of theology, forestry, 
etc., with alphabetical listings by state 
under each type. These are also in- 
dexed by name in a separate section. 
A library directory of the U. S. gives 
name of the librarian and number of 
volumes in the library. Other sections 
include a directory of associations, a 
list of college colors, and a buyers’ 
guide to manufacturers and dealers in 
educational supplies. 

The introduction states that “The aim 
of this work is to give a complete and 
accurate index to the public and private 
educational system of the United States. 
The information has been thoroughly 


revised to date and before final printing 
of the book, proofs submitted to the 
various school officials for final revision 
and correction.” A careful analysis, 
however, reveals many inaccuracies 
and much data which is out of date. 
The list of state and county superin- 
tendents was compared with the 1946- 
47 directory issued by the U. S. Office 
of Education. For the states there were 
15 names that did not agree, for the 
counties a few examples indicate the 
discrepancies. Arizona showed 3 coun- 
ties out of 14 which did not correspond 
to the U. S. directory; Iowa, 20 out of 
99 and Pennsylvania, 16 out of 65. A 
survey of the Iowa section disclosed 210 
discrepancies in the listings of the 
Boards of Education in cities, 474 in 
personnel listings, 20 in the names and 
addresses of county superintendents 
and 11 in the personnel of the Office 
of Public Instruction. In Oregon the 
governor serves on the state board of 
education and the listing given in the 
1946 edition is the name of the gover- 
nor who went out of office in 1942. On 
the other hand, a check of California 
city school superintendents showed a 
fairly high percentage of accuracy. 
There are many omissions of schools 
in all cities. For example, the branch 
of the University of Wisconsin in 
Milwaukee, the Milwaukee Vocational 
school; Breck School for Boys in Min- 
neapolis; and Louisiana State School for 
the Deaf at Baton Rouge are not listed. 
Many parochial schools are also omitted 
as shown by a check of four cities: 
Denver, 9; Portland, Oregon, 3; Los 
Angeles, 8; Detroit, 4. If there is some 
policy regarding their not being in- 
cluded it is not stated. A number of 
changes of names have not been noted, 
e.g., the Louisiana State Norma! School 
at Natchitoches, which is now North- 
western State College of Louisiana, and 
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Lesley School in Cambridge, Massachu- 
setts, which is now Lesley College with 
a four-year course. In the index it is 
indicated as Lesley College but in the 
main section it is still Lesley School 
with two- and three-year courses. 

A check was made with a list of dis- 
continued private schools and the ma- 
jority of them are still retained in 
Patterson’s. In some instances the 
names have been deleted from the main 
entry and retained in the index and 
in other cases it is the reverse, names 
being deleted from the index but still 
listed in the geographical section. The 
DeVitte Military Academy, Morgan- 
ville, N. J. is given in the index, but 
not in the classified section and, under 
New Jersey, Morganville does not ap- 
pear at all. The Orton School for Girls 
listed under the Pasadena, California 
section has not been in existence for 
16 years. The principal, Miss Anna 
Orton, passed away several years ago. 

The list of associations and the sec- 
tion on libraries show the same lack 
of revision. The 1946 and 1943 editions 
were compared and of 131 associations 
listed, 95 were identical in the officers 
listed. There are, of course, a few so- 
cieties which have more or less perma- 
nent officials, as the American Academy 
of Political and Social Science. How- 
ever, a few citations will show the ex- 
treme carelessness in the revision of 
this section. Keyes D. Metcalf is given 
as president of American Library Asso- 
ciation whereas his term was 1942-43. 
The American Council of Education 
lists as chairman Ben G. Graham who 
died in 1942. The Modern Language 
Association president is given as John 
Walz who served in 1941. The section 
on libraries omits many public libraries, 
e.g., 12 in Los Angeles county alone, 
and numbers of inaccuracies in per- 
sonnel listings were noted. 


The state of Ohio was selected for 
checking population figures with the 
following results. Of the 362 cities 
listed, 148 had 1910 census figures, 21 
had 1920 figures and 112 had 1930 fig- 
ures. For some figures there seemed to 
be no authority. For instance, for Akron 
the population was given as 346,881 
while the 1940 census was 244,791 and 
according to the Rand McNally Atlas of 
1947, the estimate for 1945 was 274,000. 

A less complete check of the states 
of Iowa, Oregon and California showed 
the population figures to be completely 
unreliable. 

The Committee regrets that the 1947 
edition was not available when this 
review was prepared. However, since 
the inaccuracies discovered in this sur- 
vey date back so many years, it is 
evident that continuous thorough re- 
vision is not maintained. 

Although Patterson’s American Edu- 
cational Directory has been regarded 
as a standard reference work for many 
years, the obsolete material and serious 
inaccuracies which it contains make it 
unreliable. It is not recommended. 


The Rainbow Dictionary; by Wendell 
W. Wright assisted by Helene Laird; 
illus. by Joseph Low. 29cm. Cleve- 
land, World Publishing Co., c1947. 
433p. buckram $3. 


According to the publishers, this dic- 
tionary for young children “Contains 
2300 entries, consisting of 2000 main en- 
tries and related forms, which children 
use in speaking and recognize when 
reading. The words chosen are those 
that occur most frequently in a con- 
solidation of eight word lists for chil- 
dren from five to eight years old... . 
The vocabulary of The Rainbow Dic- 
tionary is thus based almost entirely on 
frequency.” 
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In the latest edition of Who’s Who in 
America, Wendell W. Wright is listed 
as Professor of Education at Indiana 
University, and his principal interest 
has been in the elementary school child. 

The choice of words seems very good. 
The reviewer compared the vocabulary 
with that of A Picture Dictionary for 
Children by Watters and Courtis, re- 
viewed in Subscription Books Bulletin 
in July 1940. The Picture Dictionary 
includes for example, the words admire, 
ancient, native, select and staff, none 
of which seem important in the vocabu- 
lary of a young child, and they are 
excluded in the Rainbow Dictionary. In 
the latter not only are words which are 
seldom needed by the child omitted, 
but a number of words which have 
been incorporated into children’s speech 
within the last decade are included, 
e.g., jeep. Comparison of the two dic- 
tionaries showed that Wright has in- 
cluded the following much-used words 
not in Watters and Courtis; dangerous, 
darling, dead, lie as a noun, lightning, 
lovely, silly and stomach. 

The Rainbow Dictionary is not only 
excellent in the choice of words, but 
also in the definitions which are usually 
very skillfully handled. The publishers 
claim that no word is used in any defi- 
nition that does not appear in the vo- 
cabulary, so terms in the definitions 
are easily looked up and understood. 
The superiority of the definitions is 
also due to the fact that the child’s own 
interests are the subject of the explana- 
tory sentences. For example, under yell 
these sentences appear: “The puppy 
let out a yell when his tail was stepped 
on.” . .. “I like to yell at the ball 
game.” Sometimes the definition is a 
short narrative, i.e., goat. “A goat is 
an animal. Goats have horns. Sam has 
a goat that pulls his wagon. Sam drives 
the goat and wagon all around the farm. 


He feeds his goat hay and oats and 
gives him water.” Synonymous terms 
are often used such as, “A street is a 
road in a city or town.” 

In dealing with verbs, the author has 
chosen to include only the parts of the 
verb commonly found in the child’s 
speech. In some cases four or five parts 
will be listed, in others one or two. 
Go is an excellent example to consult 
as definitions are given for go, goes, 
going, gone and went. 

Plural forms of nouns are often given 
if frequently used by children; also, 
if the plural form is more common it 
will be given as the main entry, i.e, 
beans. Some comparative and super- 
lative degrees of adjectives are in- 
cluded, e.g., faster and fastest. 

No pronunciation is indicated, but 
the child has heard these words con- 
stantly and perhaps needs little help 
in this respect. Indication of accent, 
however, might have been easily added, 
and helpful. 

Occasionally a definition seems un- 
satisfactory. “A big ditch looks like 
a small stream” is not true when the 
ditch is dry. “Ralph knew all the chil- 
dren on the street” does not necessarily 
mean “Ralph had for friends all the 
children on his street” as is stated. To 
say “A king is a ruler. He rules over 
his people” seems to be an inadequate 
explanation of that meaning of ruler. 

The more than one thousand pictures 
by Joseph Low frequently show the 
meaning at a glance—pipe is a good 
illustration—picturing a city water pipe 
as well as the pipe father smokes. It 
is unfortunate that the illustrations had 
to be limited to the four-color process. 
Confusion sometimes results. Beside 
the words green and purple the patches 
of color are certainly not the usual con- 
ception of these colors. The donkey il- 
lustrated, supposed to be grey, is en- 
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tirely too blue. The picture of a tunnel 
seems poorly done, and accompanying 
the word each, the little birds in their 
nest look strangely unlike little birds. 
However, the general effect of the illus- 
trations is good, and page layout is ex- 
cellent. 

The format of The Rainbow Diction- 
ary is very satisfactory. There are at- 
tractive end papers, good paper and 
binding. The corner of each page has 
an index letter in color, both capital 
and small letters being given. 

Many children in the third grade 
could read this dictionary without help. 
It will be useful to children in grades 
three through five as an aid in spelling 
and writing and to even older children 
who experience difficulty in acquiring 
reading skill. It should be popular in 
children’s rooms for browsing and cir- 
culation as well as for reference work 
with the young child. The Rainbow 
Dictionary is recommended for home 
purchase, for elementary school librar- 


ies and for children’s rooms in public 
libraries. 


10 Eventful Years; A Record of Events 
of the Years Preceding, Including, and 
Following World War II, 1937 
Through 1946; Prepared Under the 
Editorial Direction of Walter Yust, 
Ed. of Encyclopaedia Britannica. 4v. 
28.5cm. Chicago, Encyclopaedia Bri- 
tannica, Inc., c1947. illus. col. fronts. 
maps. tables. diagrams. $39.90 per set. 
6% discount to schools and libraries 
for full payment within 60 days of 
delivery. Trade edition $49.90. 


Unlike These Eventful Years, brought 
out by the same publishers in 1924, 
the present set is encyclopedic in form 
and content, limited only as to the time 
covered. The former set was a com- 
pilation of signed monographs on events 


and phases of the period of World War 
I. In contrast, 10 Eventful Years is ar- 
ranged alphabetically with topics vary- 
ing in length from a few lines to over 
one hundred pages. In libraries it will 
serve as a supplement to the Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica for the developments 
of the last ten years. 

The choice of subjects is wide— 
covering the world of events, personal- 
ities, science, technology, sports, litera- 
ture; all fields usually covered in an en- 
cyclopedia, but omitting those subjects 
in which there was no development in 
the ten-year period. 

In method, style, presentation, and 
accuracy, this set is fully up to the 
standard of the Encyclopaedia Britan- 
nica. The style, particularly, is interest- 
ing, readable, and lively, generally at- 
tempting to present the material as a 
story. Many articles are masterly or 
profound, for example, Al Capp’s article 
on Comic Strips and Bruno Bettel- 
heim’s account of Concentration Camps, 
German. 

The important articles are signed by 
initials which can be identified through 
the list of initials at the beginning of 
volume 1. The list includes well-known 


writers and specialists, cites other ar- 


ticles, reports and books written by 
them and gives their present positions 
and connections. The publishers claim 
eight hundred famous contributors from 
forty-five countries. 

The contributors are well chosen, 
many participating in places of respon- 
sibility in the events described, many 
are authors of well-known books and 
reports. To name only a few, Charles F. 
McCombs, late chief bibliographer, New 
York Public Library, wrote the excel- 
lent article on Libraries; Madam Chiang 
Kai-shek, the one on China; and Mar- 
garet Sanger, the one on Birth Control. 
General Jonathan Mayhew Wainwright 
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wrote the objective account of Corregi- 
dor; Trygve Halvdan Lie, thirty pages 
on the United Nations. Edwin P. Jordan, 
editor of Standard Nomenclature of 
Disease wrote the article on Arthritis. 
The list of contributors varies greatly 
from the contributors to the Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica, but many articles 
are written by the contributors of the 
1947 Britannica Book of the Year. Out 
of sixty-six contributors listed in the 
A’s, twenty-nine contributed to the 1947 
Yearbook. 

There is no other publication quite 
like this, so it deserves to stand alone, 
and to be considered as an encyclopedia 
itself, not merely as a compilation of 
yearbooks. However, libraries will want 
to know if it will replace the series, 
Britannica Book of the Year and per- 
haps also the Americana and the New 
International Yearbooks and such pub- 
lications as It Happened in 1945; It Hap- 
pened in 1946. It does not supplant the 
ten yearbooks published under the title, 
Britannica Book of the Year, nor other 
such yearbooks, because many items of 
current interest in the various year- 
books have been dropped and events 
have been re-evaluated. 

The Britannica Book of the Year cov- 
ering this ten-year period introduces a 
greater variety of subjects, but individ- 
ual volumes have shorter articles and 
less comprehensive coverage of the ma- 
terials treated. For example, the 1%4- 
page article on Birth Statistics in the 
1947 Britannica Book of the Year was 
written by the same authors as the 44%4- 
page article in 10 Eventful Years. In 
addition five tables of statistics have 
been added. The article on Dean Good- 
erham Acheson in 10 Eventful Years 
starts off in a similar manner to the 
one in the 1947 Book of the Year but 
was rewritten with increasing changes 
toward the end of the article. Many 


articles have more comprehensive 
tables enlarged to include the ten-year 
summary. The bibliographies are longer 
and there are more of them. 

Reference workers will still be re- 
quired to use the separate yearbooks 
for many events that were dropped 
when the era was surveyed as a ten- 
year period. For example, Chronology 
of Events, 1937-46 is a cumulation of 
the “Calendar of Events” in the front 
of each Book of the Year. It is here 
placed in its alphabetical order under 
Chronology. There are seventy-three 
entries for January 1946 in the “Calen- 
dar” of the 1947 Book of the Year; fifty- 
one events are recorded for that month 
in 10 Eventful Years. They may find 
it worth while to use the yearbooks 
for contemporary reports and then to 
refer to 10 Eventful Years for a critical 
review and for the new information that 
has been added which did not appear 
in the separate volumes. 

Some unusually valuable summaries 
are to be found under Business Review; 
Literary Prizes; Societies and Associa- 
tions; Strategy of World War II; Taxa- 
tion; Words and Meanings, New. 

There are cross references in the 
main alphabet, sometimes referring to 
so many subjects that the research 
worker is embarrassed with his wealth; 
for instance, there is no separate article 
on penicillin, but direct cross references 
to thirteen other subjects. In the index 
under Penicillin, one finds thirty-seven 
references. There are often further 
cross references scattered throughout 
and at the end of articles. 

The index includes some fifty thou- 
sand entries, printed in four columns, 
on sixty pages, giving exact location by 
volume, page and section of page. The 
numerous cross references in the index 
are to the index only. References to 
pictures are indicated by “illus.” 
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The bibliographies following the 
important subjects are notable, list- 
ing books, documents, publications of 
learned societies and magazine articles 
that have appeared during the years 
1937 to 1946. Including as they do only 
recent publications, these bibliogra- 
phies, each compiled by an expert in 
the field, should be of the greatest value 
to libraries. Here again, the set supple- 
ments the Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
whose bibliographies, of necessity, in- 
clude so much older material. 

Black and white illustrations, both 
full page and smaller, are scattered 
throughout the text. The publishers 
claim 1500 photographs, portraits, and 
graphs. All are well chosen and clear. 
Many are obviously included for popu- 
lar interest, such as a full-page picture 
of Christmas shoppers (v.1, p.481) and 
such well-known pictures as that of 
Sewell L. Avery being carried from his 
office by military police. An interesting 
feature, illustrating the mind of the 
times, is the inclusion of many political 
cartoons. 

The pages are well printed and at- 
tractive, in two columns, well spaced 
with wide margins. The paper is of 
good quality, coated and white, notice- 
ably better than the yellowish paper 
upon which the Encyclopaedia Britan- 
nica 1947 was printed. The volumes are 
bound in a washable blue binding, 
tooled in gold leaf. 

10 Eventful Years will be particularly 
useful in libraries that do not have the 
files of yearbooks published by the 
Americana, Britannica, and the New In- 
ternational. Most libraries will need it 
for its up-to-date information and bib- 
liographies. It will have a valuable 
place as a summary history of the war 
years. Reference collections will need 
it also as a supplement to their encyclo- 
pedias and yearbooks. It is recommend- 


ed for all types of libraries. 


Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory; A Class- 
ified Guide to a Selected List of Cur- 
rent Periodicals Foreign and Domes- 
tic; ed. by Carolyn F. Ulrich; Includ- 
ing a list of Clandestine Periodicals 
of World War II by Adrienne Flor- 
ence Muzzy. 5th ed. 26cm. New York, 
R. R. Bowker Co., 1947. c1946. 399p. 
$15. 


Since the publication of the first edi- 
tion in 1932, Ulrich’s Periodicals Direc- 
tory has been one of the basic library 
tools and stands alone in its particular 
field. Although the same general plan 
and arrangement have been followed 
in all five editions, certain differences in 
scope were necessitated by war and 
postwar conditions. As this is the first 
review to appear in Subscription Books 
Bulletin, it seems worth while to de- 
scribe the earlier editions as a back- 
ground for the new one. 

The first edition consisted of a classed 
list of 6000 periodicals, foreign and 
domestic, arranged by broad subjects, 
a classed list of bibliographies of peri- 
odical literature, compiled by Karl 
Brown, and a title index to the list of 
periodicals. The second (1935) edition 
increased the list to 8200 titles and, 
in 1938, the third edition included 10,200 
titles published in the United States and 
foreign countries, “especially England, 
France and Germany, . . . which have 
been found most useful in American 
collections.” The fourth edition pub- 
lished in 1943, instead of including for- 
eign and domestic titles was “inter- 
American” in scope, and covered “the 
current periodical material . published 
in the countries of North, Central and 
South America, the West Indies and the 
Hawaiian Islands.” Annuals, mono- 
graphs and series publications were not 
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considered. The same broad subject 
arrangement was followed and subject 
headings and descriptions were given in 
Spanish as well as in English. 

The new postwar edition emphasizes 
the publications of North and South 
America and the British Empire, but 
“when from any country, a foreign 
magazine of 1944 or later has been 
found it has been included.” The edition 
states that the general purpose of the 
Directory is to present a “selective, 
labor-saving guide to current periodical 
materials.” Arrangement is still classi- 
fied and titles are listed alphabetically 
under about 135 subjects. 

Entries give date of founding, fre- 
quency, size, price, publisher, supple- 
ments, if any, and note special features, 
e.g., bibliographies, book reviews, 
cumulative index, illustrations, etc. In- 
dexing services and abstracts which in- 
clude a given periodical are also in- 
dicated in the entry. 

While the author does not attempt to 
evaluate the periodicals, the complete 
descriptions and notations of their spe- 
cial characteristics make the book help- 
ful as a guide to their selection as well 
as the best available one-volume source 
of bibliographic information on period- 
icals of the world. Citations to indexing 
services were found in some cases to be 
incomplete, although, in general, infor- 
mation about a periodical seems to be 
accurate and up to date. 

Rather surprising inclusions were 
noted in some classifications. For ex- 
ample, under General Bibliography not 
only are bibliographic periodicals listed, 
but also a number of miscellaneous 
bibliographies such as Boston, O. W., 
Bibliography on Cutting of Metals, 
1864-1943. Another strange inclusion 
is the Handbook of Private Schools. . .. 

The Journal of Documentation has 
apparently been confused with the 


Journal of Documentary Reproduction 
for it has been entered under the sub- 
jects Books and Photography. Ac- 
tually it is the official journal of Aslib 
(Association of Special Libraries and 
Information Bureaux) and should be 
entered under Library Periodicals. 

An extremely valuable and interest- 
ing feature of this edition is the section 
on “Clandestine Periodicals of World 
War II,” prepared by Adrienne Flor- 
ence Muzzy, formerly Head of Serials 
Section, Acquisition Division, New York 
Public Library. Quoting from Miss 
Muzzy’s introductory remarks: “Pub- 
lished on improvised printing presses, 
mimeographed, stencilled, typewritten, 
or even handwritten, on scraps of paper 
hoarded from pre-war days, or stolen 
from the Germans, edited and distrib- 
uted at risk of life, these papers brought 
to the enslaved people news of the out- 
side world as heard on clandestine 
radios, news of the activities of resist- 
ance groups, information about Nazi 
atrocities, collaborationists. . . .” 

With a few exceptions only the names 
of periodical publications which have 
reached the United States have been in- 
cluded. The list, between 900 and 1000 
titles, is incomplete and it is hoped that 
eventually a complete list may be com- 
piled in cooperation with leading li- 
braries of the European countries con- 
cerned. 

The general index contains not only 
the titles of the periodicals included, but 
also the broad subject classifications 
used with cross references from more 
specific headings. For example, Child 
Welfare is given as a see reference to 
Children, the heading under which 
periodicals on that subject are listed. 
There is no index entry, however, under 
Bibliography to refer to General Bib- 
liography, the heading used in the main 
section. 
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The pages are in two columns with 
good margins. More conspicuous run- 
ning heads to indicate the subjects on 
a page might facilitate quick reference 
use. The type is clear but the print 
varies from page to page. The paper is 
of good quality and the binding satis- 
factory. 

Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory is rec- 
ommended for college and university 
libraries and for all but the smallest 
public libraries. 


United States Cumulative Book Auc- 
tion Records 1940-45; ed. by G. R. 
Shapiro. 23cm. New York, Want List, 
1946. 2080p. buckram $40. Discount 
to libraries, 10%. 


This volume, a five-year cumulation 
of book auction prices, supersedes a 
total of twenty-four serial and four 
bound issues. The 1940-44 issues were 
reviewed in Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin, January 1945. The superseded vol- 
umes may be returned to the publishers 
for credit. 

The 1940-45 cumulation is similar in 
plan to the previous issues, some of 
which were described in detail in the 
earlier Bulletin review. Books, manu- 
scripts, periodicals, pamphlets and auto- 
graphs sold in American auction rooms 
over this four-year period are listed in 
approximately 150,000 entries. 

Arrangement is: alphabetical by au- 
thor, by title when there is no known 
author, and by corporate entry. Joint 
authors and pseudonyms are cross-ref- 
erenced. A complete description of each 
item is given including edition, binding, 
illustrations, issue, incunabula number 
or reference to bibliographies, and con- 
dition of volume and price. Additional 
descriptive information is included 
when necessary, particularly in the case 
of letters and manuscripts. Under au- 


thor, autographed documents and let- 
ters are listed first, then single titles, 
followed by collective works. 

Maps as such are not included, al- 
though atlases are listed. Almanacs are 
listed under the heading almanac, sub- 
divided by country. Genealogies appear 
under the name of the family principally 
concerned. Scarce items in both state 
and federal documents not readily lo- 
cated elsewhere are cited. This is a 
particularly useful feature of the work. 

The method of compilation is ex- 
plained in detail in the front of the vol- 
ume and abbreviations are given in a 
glossary, thus facilitating easy refer- 
ence use. Occasional omissions in cross 
references were noted, e.g., Peter Par- 
ley, pseudonym of Samuel Griswold 
Goodrich. 

Format is good. The binding is sturdy 
and, although the paper is thin, the type 
employed makes the many items on 
each page easily readable. The bulk of 
the book however, makes handling 
awkward. 

The same high standard of editing 
has been maintained in this cumulative 
volume as in the single issues. The U. S. 
Cumulative Book Auction Records is a 
valuable tool for libraries that buy 
many second-hand books and for use 
with library patrons who are interested 
in rare and second-hand items. It is 
recommended. Note: Since this review 
was prepared a supplement for 1945-47 
has appeared. 


White’s Political Dictionary; by Wilbur 
W. White. 22cm. Cleveland, The 
World Publishing Co., 1947. 378p. 
$3.50. 


The purpose of this work is to give to 
the ordinary reader a dictionary which 
explains the political terms that he sees 
and hears daily. The volume is not “in- 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 

















JANUARY 1948 





15 





tended primarily for political scientists 
or specialists in the field of politics.” 
Wilbur W. White is Professor of Polit- 
ical Science, Dean of the Graduate 
School of Western Reserve University 
and President-elect of the University 
of Toledo. His writings include several 
books, articles for newspapers, maga- 
zines, and yearbooks. He has done spe- 
cial research for the Department of 
State. This is the first edition of his 
political dictionary. 

“In general, the effort herein has 
been made to include only terms of 
political content and interest.” Law 
terms, economic terms, historical terms 
and military terms are considered only 
when they are of political significance. 
National, state, municipal government 
departments and agencies, government 
publications, legislative methods, judi- 
cial systems, a few cities and geogra- 
phical regions of political importance, 
slang, political conferences, interna- 
tional leagues, war agencies, labor or- 
ganizations, terms growing out of World 
War II, well-known political quotations, 
political parties, slogans, and popular 
names of important laws are included. 
The work is not limited to American 
politics, but attempts to cover the whole 
field. However, as one might expect in 
a volume of this type, American politi- 
cal terms are in the majority. 

The definitions are clear and easily 
understood by the average reader. In 
many cases the explanation is very full, 
e.g., for the word abdicate the author 
gives the definition, explains the con- 
dition under which a monarch may ab- 
dicate, and lists some of the famous 
abdications of recent times. The major- 
ity of the definitions are compressed 
into a few lines but occasional articles 
are as long as a column and a very few, 
such as Fascism, run to a page in length. 
If an example is necessary to make the 


meaning absolutely clear, it is given. 
The general policy has been to include 
the current meaning of a term or word; 
however, in some cases two or more 
meanings of a political aspect are con- 
sidered. There are no bibliographic or 
source citations. 

The dictionary is popular in tone. It 
is accurate and as up to date as is pos- 
sible for a book. There are a few am- 
biguities such as “Giovani Fascisti. . - 
The eldest of the fascist youth organiza- 
tions for boys, those 18 years old and 
above,” which is subject to two inter- 
pretations. An occasional non-essential 
is included: “He was living at the time 
with a prostitute,” one of two sentences 
under the heading Horst Wessel Lied. 

The arrangement, while alphabetic, is 
somewhat confusing. Sometimes phrases 
are alphabetized word for word, i.e., 
international waterways, Internationale; 
sometimes letter for letter, i.e., gasoline 
tax, gas warfare. In some cases prepo- 
sitions are disregarded, i.e., Court of 
Customs. .., court martial, court pack- 
ing proposals, Court of Social Honor; in 
others they are considered, i.e., Com- 
mittee of... , Committee on... , Com- 
mittee to... . Hyphenated words are 
usually treated as one word, but we find 
hold-the-line order, holding company, 
hold-over. One finds also such faulty 
alphabetization as count, countess, 
counterespionage; divide et impera be- 
fore divide and rule; vice consul, Vic- 
torian Order, vice-president. 

The author rarely inverts phrases. He 
uses abundant cross references, which 
are made from a term to similar or re- 
lated terms and sometimes to terms of 
opposite meaning. For foreign words, 
pronunciation is included. A guide word 
is given at the top of each page. 

There are two appendices. One con- 
tains the “Charter of the United Na- 
tions” and the “Statute of the Interna- 
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tional Court of Justice,” the other “The 
Covenant of the League of Nations.” 

The binding and paper are good. A 
two-column page is used; the print is 
clear and readable in size; and the head- 
ings in black-face type are easily dis- 
tinguished from the definitions. 

It is difficult to compare this volume 
with other political dictionaries, since 
most of the existing ones are limited 
in scope to one country or go beyond 
the dictionary class. With its interna- 
tional scope it contains many terms not 
found in Smith and Zurcher’s Diction- 
ary of American Politics. The latter on 
the other hand contains numerous legal 
and economic terms. 

Despite its faulty arrangement, 
White’s Political Dictionary will be ex- 
tremely useful because of its accurate 
and concise definitions. Its coverage of 
present-day terms should shortly give 
it considerable historic value. It is rec- 
ommended for home use and for all 
types of libraries. 


NOTES 


Some librarians have complained to 
the Subscription Books Committee that 
reprints, with slight revisions, of gov- 
ernment publications are being released 
by the Public Affairs Press, 2153 Florida 
Ave., Washington, D. C. Two of the 
1947 copyright titles known to us are 
American Names, by Henry Gannett 
and Fishery Resources of the United 
States, edited by Lionel A. Walford. 


American Names is a reprint of a 1905 
U.S. Geological Survey Bulletin with 
changes in the title page and in a few 
inconsequential headings. 

Fishery Resources of the United 
States was originally a “letter of trans- 
mittal” from the Secretary of the In- 
terior to the Senate Committee on Com- 
merce and, according to the publishers, 
has been revised and reprinted with the 
cooperation of the author. The reprint 
is in a new format with some color used 
for decoration. 


It has come to the attention of the 
Subscription Books Committee that 
Who’s Important, a monthly biographi- 
cal service of the Institute for Research 
in Biography, reviewed in Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin, October 1947, also 
carries a heading World Biography. 
This is not to be confused with World 
Biography, a two volume publication of 
the Institute for Research in Biography 
now in preparation and to be reviewed 
in Subscription Books Bulletin as soon 
as possible after it is released by the 
publishers. 


Correction 

The review of World Scope Encyclo- 
pedia in the October Bulletin incorrect- 
ly used the name of Susan Glaspell for 
that of Ellen Glasgow in comparing the 
biography and the American Literature 
articles as to the inclusion of death 
dates. 
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